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“Current Events” Article Assignment

VOIGHTclass HP Google Group

The purpose of this assignment is to practice speaking the language of science and further develop our critical thinking skills.  These skills are critical to the work of a scientifically literate society; as such, we will be working on this assignment for the entire school year.  This assignment will satisfy several standards as seen below.
Directions:

Find a legitimate science news article (that is, a reputable fact based report from a reputable organization) published in the last month relating to the standards.  Read the article for understanding and write two paragraphs using VOIGHTclass HP Google Group.  The first paragraph is a summary of the article.  The second paragraph is your personal reaction to the news and the demonstration of your ability to think critically.  Pay attention to the directions presented below for each paragraph.  

Current Events Standards: 

91111
Explain the implications of the assumption that the rules of the universe are the same everywhere and these rules can be discovered by careful and systematic investigation.

91112
Understand that scientists conduct investigations for a variety of reasons, including: to discover new aspects of the natural world, to explain observed phenomena, to test the conclusions of prior investigations, or to test the predictions of current theories.

91113
Explain how the traditions and norms of science define the bounds of professional scientific practice and reveal instances of scientific error or misconduct.

91114
Explain how societal and scientific ethics impact research practices. 

91115
Identify sources of bias and explain how bias might influence the direction of research and the interpretation of data.
91123
Identify the critical assumptions and logic used in a line of reasoning to judge the validity of a claim.

91124
Use primary sources or scientific writings to identify and explain how different types of questions and their associated methodologies are used by scientists for investigations in different disciplines.

Also, you will be expected to read at least two of the posts and make comments related to the points below.  This is supposed to be a professional dialogue; please be appropriate and demonstrate some critical thinking skills!

Title your post with the title of the article 

(you may not repeat articles – this may require a bit more searching!)

Summary Paragraph:

· Briefly summarized the reaction with the five W’s:  Who, What, When, Where, Why? And…..How?

· Cited your article with a link posted in the forum entry!

Personal Reaction Paragraph:  In the reaction paragraph, you will analyze the elements of the article and ask questions of the article to demonstrate your ability to think critically about the standards. Use the sample questions below as a guide.

· How does this news affect your life?  

· What are the consequences, both intended and unintended of this news?  

· How might it affect your life in the future?

· How does the news change the way you look at science and technology?

· Did you find any bias in the way the article was written?  Why or why not?

· Does this news appear to be the result of “good” science?  Why or why not?

Make sure you include a link to the article in your post!

