Physical Science 9 - Course Syllabus – Mr. Voight

This course deals with basic principles in chemistry and physics.  Six units of study comprise our curriculum for the year; they are: Nature of Science, Earth Science Systems, Foundations of Chemistry, Nature of Engineering, Laws of Motion, and Principles of Energy.  Chemical and physical laws are explored through laboratory experimentation, class discussions, and inquiry activities.  This is a difficult course and students should prepare accordingly.  I suggest that students study their notes and homework at least 15 minutes EVERY DAY to stay on top of the concepts.  It is amazing how much is forgotten on the bus ride home!  I believe in academic rigor; therefore, expect this class to challenge you but also to enlighten you about the world around us.

Curriculum

The curriculum for this class is specifically described by the Minnesota State Science Standards grades 9-12.  I follow the standards closely while adding my own techniques and activities.  For more detailed information about the curriculum, please visit http://mgjhscience.net/voight
Materials

Students will be provided with a textbook and may utilize an Internet textbook.  Both books are the exact same.  Students are asked to have a folder, notebook, textbook, calculator and writing utensil with them in order to be prepared for class EVERY day.  I suggest that students have a separate three-ring binder for science. Students will also be required to access the internet on occasion. 

Grading

Grading for my class operates on a Standards-based grading system.  Rather than grading the worksheets, test, labs, etc... that typically make up a class's body of work, I will instead be allotting points for each benchmark achieved by the student.  I will continue to deliver the curriculum in a “traditional” manner but our focus is going to be the state science standards.  When you look up your grades, you will now see the standards.  Each student is responsible for achieving the standards by the end of the trimester.  If a student follows the delivery of class materials, they will have had several opportunities to achieve the standards by the end of the trimester.  However, there is no “due date” so if a student is able to achieve the standard at a later time, he or she may do so.  In terms of grading, I will award the student a score for each standard based on my professional judgment as to the ability of each student relating to the standard.  This grading system more closely addresses the standards and in so doing, communicates each student's ability to meet the demands of the state science test.  I recommend that each student keep all of their materials and monitor which materials meet which standards so that any discrepancies can be dealt with at the end of the term.
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I will not be rounding any grades at the end of the trimester!

Benchmark Scoring

This system will be used for scoring individual benchmarks on tests/quizzes/labs/projects/etc…

5 – Far Exceeds the standard

4 – Exceeds the standard

3 – Meets the standard
2 – Partially meets the standard
1 – Does not meet the standard

0 – No evidence provided

Procedures

Alternative Assignments

If, at any time, a student wishes to complete an assignment/project/test in a manner different than was assigned, he or she may suggest ideas to Mr. Voight within a reasonable time frame.  Students may wish to complete tasks in a different form so as to suit their learning styles, multiple intelligences, or ability levels.  It is most important that students demonstrate understanding of the curriculum, not that they do it my way!

Absences/Tardies

Tardies and unexcused absences are prohibited.  The best way to succeed in class is to be in class.  As a result of the new graduation requirements, all students need to pass each trimester of their ninth grade classes.  In order to accomplish this, students need to work hard at being in class at all times.  All work missed is the student’s responsibility.  Students taking trips need to be prepared to make up any work they may have missed.  I suggest that students check the website daily during their trip to determine any responsibilities they will have.  I strongly discourage students missing class because of trips.  I believe that students should treat their schooling as their job in the same way that we adults treat our jobs.  It is our obligation to show up every day and try our best.  Please refer to the school calendar to avoid scheduling vacations during school days.  A tardy is issued for students not in the room when the bell rings.  Tardies will be addressed according to the school-wide procedure.  Again, students and parents are encouraged to find time outside of school in which to schedule appointments and vacations!


Extra Help

I am available most days before school at 7:30 and after school until 3:30 pm.  If a student wishes to get extra help, make up a test or perform a lab, they can come during those times.  It would be wise to check with Mr. Voight ahead of time to make sure he is available.  Do not be afraid to ask for extra help.  This is a resource that is greatly under-used.  At times, Mr. Voight may assign an Independent Study Time (IST) in which extra help will be provided after school. Students may wish to utilize our school’s Learning Center after school for further assistance as well.  Students staying after school may ride the late bus home.

Technology in the Classroom

I believe strongly that the internet can be used as an educational tool.  As the development of web-based technologies increases, so too does the opportunity to harness them for learning.  The global economy demands that we learn new literacies as they relate to the Read/Write Web and take part in the development of collective intelligence through collaboration.  I will require students to maintain their own presence on the internet through our designated class sites and contribute to discussions using web-based tools.  Please note that I will also be working intensely throughout the year to instruct my students on the ethics and safety of internet use.  I appreciate your support in allowing me to better prepare my students for their future.  Feel free to check out the technologies I will be using this year:

VOIGHTClass 2.2 (http://mgjhscience.net/voight )

This is my class homepage.  This site contains all the information needed for my class: daily activities, links to other resources and tools, class syllabus, unit outlines, all worksheets and activities needed by students.  This page is my main form of communication with students and parents; this should be the first place to look for missed work and other important items related to my class.  Students and parents will receive daily updates from this site.

Parents

Please talk about this syllabus with your son/daughter and feel free to ask them any questions.  There are procedures and policies that were discussed in class but not mentioned in this syllabus.  If they cannot answer your questions, I can. (voightb@district279.org or 763-315-7600 x54119)  Feel free to email me with any comments or thoughts concerning the above information.  You may also contact me through the class website (http://mgjhscience.net/voight )

